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WITTMANN automation technology at Fakuma 2026 

High flexibility and ease of use combined  
with maximum cost efficiency 

 

At Fakuma 2026, taking place October 12–16 in Friedrichshafen, Germany, WITTMANN 
highlights the high performance of the R9 robot controller. Combining intuitive opera-
tion and programming with maximum flexibility, the R9 makes things particularly easy 
for users. It will be showcased with various robots, including a WX253 linear robot, 
which will be presented to industry professionals for the first time. 

 

R9: Communication platform for all auxiliary equipment 

The R9 is more than just a robot controller. In networked production cells, the R9 serves as a 
communication platform for the entire auxiliary equipment, eliminating the need for separate 
controllers for other system components. With the ability to integrate up to twelve servo axes, 
the R9 handles even the most complex automation tasks. Both analog and digital inputs and 
outputs are available for integrating a wide variety of automation components. In addition, the 
R9 comes standard with an OPC UA interface. 

Key to its ease of use is the TeachBox, which features a touchscreen and live 3D anima-
tions. Buttons with tactile feedback are also available for highly precise control of motion and 
for switching between operating modes. 

To make programming and operation easy for users without limiting flexibility, the R9 offers 
three user-specific operating concepts. The animated program editor, QuickNew Wizard, as-
sists with programming by presenting even complex applications in a simple and clear man-
ner. QuickEdit allows users to modify commands and enter values while maintaining the gen-
eral program syntax. In this way, even production staff without in-depth automation 
knowledge or experience can work with the robot easily and safely. Finally, the TextEditor of-
fers experienced programmers unlimited freedom. Each sequence is created line by line. To 
do this, the desired function is performed on the robot and incorporated into the program with 
the press of a button. The ability to freely assign names to I/O, cylinders, gripper, and vac-
uum circuits, as well as the comment function, allow for customization to meet individual re-
quirements while ensuring the sequence remains easy to read. 

For programming on a PC, the TeachBox interface can be fully transferred. Since the R9 
TeachBox runs on Windows, it can be easily connected to other platforms. 

 



 

Furthermore, drive monitoring and automatic gripper and tool recognition contribute to high 
process reliability. With a focus on high overall efficiency, SmartRemoval was developed to 
reduce intervention time and thus help optimize cycle time. 

During the five days of the trade show, visitors can try out the user-friendly operation of 
WITTMANN robots for themselves and put the R9 to the test. A complete work cell is simu-
lated using LEDs. Through the light effects, visitors to the booth can closely track the results 
of their inputs. 

 

WX253: Compact and easy to maintain 

With their modular design and WITTMANN’s consistent platform strategy, the robots in the 
WX series combine high flexibility with cost efficiency. The latest product in the series, the 
WX253, will make its debut at Fakuma 2026. During the development of the new linear robot, 
the focus was on a particularly compact, space-saving design and even greater ease of 
maintenance compared to the predecessor model, the WX153. For example, the control cab-
inet on the horizontal Z-axis and the valve block housing on the vertical Y-axis were de-
signed to be more compact. In addition, access to the guide carriages on the Y-axis has 
been improved, which simplifies robot maintenance. The ejection axis X was designed to be 
100 mm shorter while maintaining the same stroke. The WX253 is rated for payloads of up to 
35 kg. 

WITTMANN at Fakuma 2026: hall B1, booth 1204 

 

 

 

With the ability to integrate up to twelve servo axes, the R9 can handle even the most complex auto-
mation tasks. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

During the development of the new WX253 linear robot, the focus was on a space-saving design. 
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The WITTMANN Group 

The WITTMANN Group is a globally leading manufacturer of injection molding machines, robots and 
auxiliary equipment for processing a great variety of plasticizable materials. The group of companies 
has its headquarters in Vienna, Austria and consists of two main divisions: WITTMANN BATTENFELD 
and WITTMANN. Following the principles of environmental protection, conservation of resources and 
circular economy, the WITTMANN Group engages in state-of-the-art process technology for maximum 
energy efficiency in injection molding, and in processing standard materials and materials with a high 
content of recyclates and renewable raw materials. The products of the WITTMANN Group are de-
signed for horizontal and vertical integration into a Smart Factory and can be interlinked to form an in-
telligent production cell. 

The companies of the group jointly operate ten production plants in seven countries, and with addi-
tional sales companies at 35 different locations they are present in all major industrial markets around 
the world. 

WITTMANN BATTENFELD pursues the continued strengthening of its market position as a manufac-
turer of injection molding machines and supplier of comprehensive modern machine technology in 
modular design. The product range of WITTMANN includes robots and automation systems, material 
handling systems, dryers, gravimetric and volumetric blenders, granulators, temperature controllers 
and chillers. The merger of the individual areas under the umbrella of the WITTMANN Group enables 
perfect integration – to the advantage of injection molding processors with an increasing demand for 
seamless interlocking of processing machines, automation and auxiliaries. 
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